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7. BROWN’S ISLAND
(shoreline)

DIRECTIONS: Under the Manchester
Bridge on the north side of the river.
PARKING: Along 5* St or at the lot for
Belle Isle near the Lee Bridge.
DESCRIPTION: Fast water with large
and small rapids. A rocky, dirt path leads
down to the river behind the bridge pier,
beside the dumpster and storage trailer.
Only accessible here when the river is
below 5 % feet in summer and fall.
FISHERY: Smallmouth  Bass
Channel Catfish.

BIKE USE: Amazingly, no bikes are
currently allowed on Brown’s Island (the

and

only site along the entire riverfront that
does this) ....

of tire damage to the grass and bikers

some unsubstantiated fear

ramming pedestrians.

BUS ACCESS: Same as for Belle Isle
(5th St.), but you can also get off at 7%
St (from either Canal St or Main St) and
follow it down to Brown’s Island.
COMMENTS: At the western end of
the island is an observation platform that
stretches far out over the river. This is a
good place to see shad and river herring
migrating in the springtime. At the eastern
end, under the Manchester Bridge, there
is a short, steep trail that leads to the river.
It follows the shore line to a large CSO
pipe with a maintenance walkway on
top. Known as “The Pipeline”, it is very
scenic and has close up views of rapids. A
popular area to dip for shad and herring
in the Spring, it leads out to the floodwall
in the 13™ St area and bus connections at
14™ St. This route is technically not open
to the public, however, due to concerns by
the railroad that coal or grease might fall
from trains on the trestle above.

8. MAYO BRIDGE
(also called 14" St Bridge

or Hull St Bridge)
DIRECTIONS: Where Hull St (Rt.
360) crosses the river.
PARKING: south end of the bridge,

about 10 spaces.

DESCRIPTION: This is the end of the
Fall Line where the rapids meet the flat,
tidal waters. It is heavily fished during the
springtime fish migration. Fishing occurs
on the south western shoreline (rapids),
along the eastern side of the bridge
(beginning of the flat-water), and by boat
throughout the wide, south channel. Not
much ambiance, but highly productive in
season.

FISHERY: White Perch and Channel
Catfish from the bridge. American and
Hickory Shad, Alewife and Blueback
Herring, and White Perch all in the rapids
above the bridge and in the swift flatwater
below.  Stripped Bass in several deep
trenches located about midway down the
side of Mayo Island reached by boats.
(Note: there is not much else going on
after during the rest of the year except for
the occasional Channel Catfish.)

BIKE USE: Traffic can be fast and
heavy on the 14" St Bridge, especially on
weekdays. This is not a place for kids or
beginners. (Ride on the bridge sidewalk
as there is no shoulder.) Use a bike lock
and keep your bike in view.

BUS ACCESS: 3 Bus Stops: Hull St in
the middle of Mayo Island at the Recycle
Center (the best stop for fishing on the
bridge), --- Hull St at 3 St (south end of
bridge) beside the Plant Zero Café (best
stop to reach the rapids below the bridge)
-—-and Hull St at Dock St (north end of
bridge) beside La Diff Furnishings and the
Canal Walk as an alternative stop to fish
from the bridge.



COMMENTS: When the fish are
running this is a crowded site. Fly-fish
White Darts for shad, bloodworms for
white perch, and minnows or Rapellas
for Striped Bass. See special regulations
that change vyearly. (At this time, all
White Shad must be released and there
is a size restriction and 2 fish limit on
Striped Bass.) Motor boats are launched
at Ancarrow’s Landing at the east end of
Maury Street. Night fishing is permitted.
Numerous trash cans, but no portajohns
or drinking water.

9. GREAT SHIPLOCK PARK

DIRECTIONS: Intersection of Dock
St and Pear St.

PARKING: lot for 20 cars
DESCRIPTION:

a historic canal plus wooded, muddy

Entrance gates to

shoreline

FISHERY: Channel and Blue Catfish
year round plus White Perch and Striped
Bass in the spring. The river side mouth
of the canal is often fished at night for
much of the year. The muddy shoreline
of the river is fished in the warm months.
Fishing in the canal itself, or in the canal
lock, is generally poor, since the area is
often drained for maintenance. (In a few
years it may be stocked.) No portajohn or
drinking water.

BIKE USE: The Capital-to-Capital Bike
Trail runs right beside the park, but bike
use in this rather small park is currently
low.

BUS ACCESS: Regular Bus Stop on
Main St. at Pear St. About a % mile
walk...or on Main St at 26th St (longer
walk)

10. ANCARROW’S LANDING
(“Manchester Docks”)

DIRECTIONS: Eastern end of Maury
St. Best reached by taking the Maury St
Exit from I-95, but also reached from 3™
St off of Hull St.

PARKING: Space for over 200 cars and
trailers.

DESCRIPTION: Motor boat ramp
with shoreline fishing --- wooded access
downstream and grassy, open areas with a
historic stone dock upstream. This park
is popular on weekends throughout the
year, but is crowded in April — May — and
June with boaters at the ramp and family
groups along the historic stone dock and
adjacent grassy areas.

FISHERY: Channel and Blue Catfish
plus occasional Sunfish and Largemouth
Bass year round; White Perch, Shad, and
occasional Striped Bass in the Spring.
BIKE USE:
anywhere.
BUS ACCESS: You can't get there.
COMMENTS: 2 portajohns and many
trash cans, but no drinking water. This
area is often fished at night as well as in

Its a long ride from

the day. This is also the terminus of the
historic Richmond’s Slave Trail --- the
route that American slaves walked on
their way from the slave jails in the City
to the ships sailing to the slave markets in
(There

are several interpretive signs. You might

Charlestown and New Orleans.

also like to get the self~guiding booklet
“Seeing the Signs of Slavery in the Natural
Environment”. It costs $2 and is available

from the park — 646-8911.)




COMMENTS ABOUT FISH

SMALLMOUTH BASS: The rocky Fall
Line area of the James River in Richmond
is managed as a citation fishery for these
A “slot limit” prohibits
the possession of fish between 14 and 22
That means that although there
are many fish in the 12” range, you must

“Bronzebacks”.
inches .

throw back anything less than 227 (about
5 % Ibs) and you can only keep one. [Of
course, most people let even the biggest
fish live since they are such good breeders
and such a special resource for an urban
environment. To get a citation certificated
simply contact DGIF with an accurate
measurement -—- 367-1000). .

Fish for them in late spring, and early
summer, in sandy shallows between islands
where they make their nests. Later in the
season, fish out in the main stem of the
river in the eddies around boulders and in
swift moving water. In winter, the biggest
fish rest in the deepest holes in hard to
reach areas out the middle of the river.

Excellentlures are imitation minnows,
spinners, rubber worms and plastic grubs.
Fly fishermen wuse various streamers.
Live bait centers around minnows but
hellgrammites are absolutely dynamite.

Fly fishermen generally use rods
from 5 weight to 7 weight, with weight-
forward floating fly line and 9’ tapered
leaders. #2 and #4 poppers are popular
early and late in the day; streamer patterns
during the mid day

SUNFISH: There are several species ——-
Redbreasted (most common), Red-eared,
Green , Blue gill and Pumpkinseed, but
together they are referred to as “Bream”.
Most are from 3 to 5”.

Fish for them in slow moving water
near boulders and sunken tree limbs.

Excellent lures are small spinners and
plastic grubs. Live bait is usually worms,
but grass hoppers are great on the surface.
Fly fishermen use various small bugs.

CHANNEL CATFISH: The most
common catfish in the river and the best
to eat. They are silvery-white with a few
black speckles, have a moderately forked
tail, a rounded anal fin, and look relatively

long and narrow.
Fish for them at night
anywhere along the shoreline.

almost
In the
daytime, try the holes below the rapids.

Excellent baits at night include
chicken livers and stink bait (use a small
mesh bag to keep these baits on the hook).
In the day time, try cut bait, minnows
or night crawlers. Remember, don’t
eat big fish due to mercury and PCB
accumulation.

BLUE CATFISH: These get to be the
largest of the catfish--over 50 Ibs. They
are lightly grey-blue in color, have a
deeply forked tail, a fairly straight anal fin,
a comparatively small mouth, and a more
bulky body.

They live in the deepest holes
during the day, but can also be found in
quite shallow, sandy waters near shore at
dawn and dusk. On a clear day, you can
sometimes see schools of fish cruising
around deep holes. The baits, small and
medium sized fish, are the same as for
Channel Catfish. For huge fish, use circle
hook placed through the tail of a sunfish
placed a foot off the bottom in a deep
hole. Set the hook slowly after the 3* or
4% tug. The creel limit is one fish over 32
inches ... but you should not keep the big
ones anyway due to the afore-mentioned
bio-accumulation of chemicals.



FLATHEAD CATFISH: This is our
most strangely shaped catfish — it has

a wide, flat head, a huge mouth facing
straight ahead and a comparatively short,
stubby body with a square tail.. This is a
predatory fish.

Use sunfish hook through the tail
and fished just off the bottom. These are
caught usually in the day in fairly deep
pools. 15 to 25 pound fish are common.
Again, don’t eat the big ones.

Fly-fishermen now catch these on
large, braided, Barracuda Flies fished deep.

STRIPED BASS: This migratory fish is
most common in the Spring, but also re-
appears for a few weeks in the Fall. By far
the best area is the underwater basin in the
center of the channel on the south side
of Mayo Island between 14" St Bridge
down to the little railroad bridge near the
end of the island. There is also a hole just
upstream of the bridge. These areas are
best fished by boat, but some fishing is also
done along the rip-rap shoreline beside
the floodwall walk. Pay attention to the
Special Regulations that change every
(The
general season is usually March 16 to June

year. They are strictly enforced.

15. At one time there was a maximum
catch of 2 fish between 18” and 28”. The
Trophy Season is usually May 1 to 15 with
a maximum catch of 1 fish . It used to
be between 36” and 42”. You must check
the current regulations to be sure. They
change often ... and ignorance of the law
is no defense.

The preferred bait is cut herring
fished deep on a rising tide about /2 way to
full. Good lures are large crank baits fished
at sunrise and sunset ... fly fishermen try
streamers and large poppers.

SHAD: Several varieties come into (and
above) the rapids of Richmond to spawn.
American (White) Shad are the target

species for restoration, so it is illegal to
keep any. Hickory Shad (and the non-
migratory Gizzard Shad) are sometimes
kept for cut bait. They can be kept if caught
downstream of the bridge, but not above,
ie where the rapids begin. Don’t keep
any if you can't tell them apart! (There is
usually an ID poster on display board at
both the 14" St Bridge and the Ancarrows
Landing Park site.) The best fishing is at
the toe of the rapids just upstream of the
Mayo Bridge, especially along the south
shore, but this is a no keep area.

Popular lures are shad darts, spoons
and small spinners. Fly fishing has become
a very popular sport. Hooking 100 fish a
day is now not uncommon.

Fly-fishermen generally use 6 and 7
weight rods with 200 or 250 sinking fly
line. Try bright colored flies on 4 and #6
hooks.

WHITE PERCH: Also known as “Stiff
Backs”, these fish come in huge schools
to spawn under the eastern edge of the
Mayo Bridge. Fishermen catch buckets
of them. The most productive bait is the,
rather expensive, Bloodworm. You only
need to use a little piece on each hook.
The best fishing is off the bridge itself,
but they can also be caught from shore
at Ancarrows or Shiplock Parks. This is a
sure-fire place for a child to catch a fish ...
as is the stone dock at Ancarrows.

ALEWIFE AND BLUEBACK
HERRING can also be caught in the
springtime at the toe of the rapids at the
14 Street Bridge with goldie hooks, using
“sabiki” rigs or by dip-netting (you’ll need
a special license for that). Alewife arrive
in early spring in large numbers, but by
mid April the run switches to Blueback
Herring which are less plentiful.



FISHING EQUIPMENT

Light-weight spinning rod and reel (4 Ib test) for Smallmouth Bass and Sunfish; medium weight
gear (8 1b test) for medium Catfish, heavy gear (30-40 Ib test) for the really big Blue Cats.

Medium gear (8 — 12 1b line and a metal leader) for Striped Bass.

Light — weight fly fishing gear (8 to 8 /% ft rod in weight 4 or 5 with weight forward floating line,
and 7 %2’ to 9 * leader and #8 & #10 poppers and small nymph patterns) for Sunfish ... same or
slightly stronger with sinking line for Smallmouth Bass.

Medium-to-heavy weight 9’ rod with 200 weight sinking line and 6 1b leader for Shad.

‘Wear wading shoes and a life jacket. Hat and polarized sunglasses are very helpful in summer....
Plus sun block ... and insect repellant and a small light in case you come in late.

Tell someone approximately where you are going fishing ... and generally when you expect to be
out. Always carry a park map with you. They are waterproof, accurate, and indistructable.

Fishing Licenses can be purchased at any tackle shop at any time ... or at the Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries, 4010 W. Broad St. Richmond,VA on weekdays.

A final thought:

Creel and length limits for all fish species are subject to change. To receive current information
please contact the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries at 804.367.1000 (www.
dgig.state.va.us/) .... and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission at 757.247.2200 (www.
mrc.state.va.us/)

For fish consumption advisories please check the Web site for the Department of Health
Web site (www.vdh.virginia.gov/Epidemiology/dee/PublicHealth Toxicology/Advisories/) or
call at 804.864.8182.

TACKLE SHOPS FISHING GUIDES

Tackle Express Mike Ostrander Russ Cress

10035 Midlothian Tpke James River Fishing School Rebel Fly

Richmond,VA 23235 804-938-2350 804-543-4368

804-320-4382 mike@jamesriverfishing.com  russcress@comcast.net
wwwjamesriverfishing.com  www.rebelfly.com

Green Top Sporting Goods (flathead and blue catfish; shad) — (shad, fly-fishing)

10193 Washington Hwy

Glen Allen,VA 23059 Ronnie Sides Joe Hecht

804-550-2188 Surf Sides Fat Cat Guide Service
804-405-2977 804-221-1951

Dick’s Sporting Goods Sidesgl @hotmailcom (smallmouth bass, catfish)

9204 Stony Point Pkwy www.surfsides.com

Richmond,VA 23235 (shad, fly-fishing, light tackle fishing)

804-235-0800
Dale Hudgeons

Gander Mountain The Orvis Shop
10150 Lakeridge Pkwy 804-253-9000
Ashland, VA 23005 (fly-fishing instruction and international trips)

804-550-2414
12



OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Seeing the Scars of Slavery in the Natural Environment
An Interpretive Guide to Belle Isle
An Interpretive Guide to the Floodwall
Photographer’s Guide to the River in Richmond
Geology Along the Fall Line
Fishing the James River in Richmond
Snorkeling in the City
Fly-fishing in the City
Inner Tube Trips in the City
Poetry Guide to the James River Park System
Wheelchair Access Tour: Shockoe Slip from Top to Bottom

$2 EACH
Payable to James River Park Fund
c/o James River Park System
4001 Raiverside Drive ¢ Richmond, VA 23225
Phone 804.646.8911

Email: jriverpk@aol.com

www,jamesriverpark.com
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